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BWA all along to fuffer, not only fome — 
hard things in many‘of our perfons, 
‘but alfo very much in our reputati- 
ons, through the unjuft afperfions 
“and of-our adverfaries, fuch, . 
though they dayly behold our inoffenfive conver- 
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_ contrariwife continue in prefs, pulpit and commom 


‘toour defamation, and more for thac. 


watching the opportunity ofall revoluti« 
- @ns and changes of perfons exercifed in Govern- 


‘ment, which hath. o cen — Nations - 
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fation, and do or may know ‘our Faith and Do- | 
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Magiftracy.and civil Government, as by thele 
 extrasfollowing mayappear, 


etruth we do pro. 


And inafmuch as the defign of our adverfaries | 
‘therein hath appeared tobe the'rendring us 
obnoxious to thofe that have had moft powerin 
_ their hand to offend and harm us, and have for 
_ that-purpofe invented fuch calummnies as might | 
accomplifh that defign, which‘alchough they | 
fave been various, and fometimes manifeftly | 
 crofs and conxradi@ory one to another, yet ha-- 
‘ving no other ground (that we know of) then the | 
_ forementioned evil purpofe, they have therefore © 
_ both one and other, even all of them, been gene- © 
-\ rally accompanied with the charge of difobedi- 
to Magiftracy and Civil Government. 
‘We-have therefore been neceffitated Cas altera. 
_ tions in Government have hapned) to renew out | 
windications ig this publique manner, having very | 
ity otherwife to inform éither 
_Magiftrates or people of the injaries done unto us, _ 
and-which is much more, O- 
And that in this prefent. conjunure of af. 
fairs, the mif-reprefentation of us, either formerly - 
or now, may nof take impreflion upon any tothe 
damage of us and our profeffion, we have thought — 
it requifitenot to bring to light any new matter, 
butonly to extrac out of our former Confeffions | 
‘of Faith,and Declarations, our conftant Principles — 
to which we have been (and fhall alwayes: endea-, 
-yvour,(the Lord affifting us) that our practice may. 
ftillbe) conformable in this great point concern- | 
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up by hins for the punifhusent of evil doers, and for the ine es 


praife of them that do well; and that in all lawful Lonton,which 


things commanded by them, [ubjeétion ought to be are common 


wen by us in the Lord, not only forswrath, but for sadly, | 


con{cience fake ; and that we are to make {upplicati- anabapzilts, 


ons and prayers for Kiggs, and all that arein Autho- 


4 


ory, and whofoever have or {hall accufe us, either to the 1645. p-4. 


Art. 47. prin- 
.~ ted in the fe- - 
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jection to them in all lawful Commands, what- agrbetl 


ever is preached or printed of us, by any to the comtra-intheyear 


- Magiftrates or to the common people, that we wall not 


obey Authority, dofalfely accufe ws. 


And however it be a thing very defireable to godly « 1 .ctscation 
men to have [uch to be their Governorsias fear the by rhe feveral 
Lord, ‘inafmuch as sogether with their moral Princé- Congregatio- 


nal focieties 


| ples, they are under more folemn bands of engage- ia and sbour 
ment as Chriftians, to execute Fudgement ana the Gity of 
fice, and faithfully to difcharge their Truft andin- vindi= 


- A{much allo as they will be more ready to protect godly 
generally are the hated of the world, and to theauclves 
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touching Li- 


propagate the Gofpelin their Territorles, then other beny, Magic. 
menwill be, yet what ever the Magiftrate in point tracy, oc. 


printed, 647. 


of Religion, he 1s. to be reverenced and obeyed in 
thofe commands of his, which do not intrench spon, 
or rifeup in oppofition to the commands of God. 

nd we do freely acknowledge that. Kingly 

Government eftablifhed, guided and bounded by 
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| about the ci- Per|waftons,yet we can [ay this, and prove it to all the 
ticotLon- world, that it hath been ous profefston, and is our reat 
Decem?. or aéFice to be obedient to Magiftracy in allthings Ci= 


the 12. 1659. 


| Fhe anfwerto wil, and willing to live peaceably under the Gowern- — 


he firlt Cri- ment eftabhfhed in this Nation: For we do believe 


and oaght to be obeyed in all lawfulthings: 


_ ‘Thefe things we have herein recited the rather 
_ Becaufe that fuch judgement as fhall be made by 


and calculated from our own writings, and not 


from the afperfions unjuftly caft upon'us by fuch 


others after the fame name given to us, with 


-| whom we have had or held no correfpondency or 

agreement, endeavouring to blemith our profef- 
flon, by charging the whole party, not only with 
guilt of many ftrange unfound opinions, fuctr 


God, and | 
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Sen of Con: as by the wife di(pofing providence of God, are 
in their Rulers, and are to {ubmit to the Civil 
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and declare Magiftracy to be an Ordinance of Gud, 


‘who have not only rendred many guilty for the — 
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_ And for that the fabjection yielded by us to the 5 
powers ghat have been over us, hath proceeded 
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“as were never received or by 


-alfo with many a@tions wherein they have been. 
Jeaft-of all, ifatall concerned, Andasfor thofe 
things wherein any.of us, or other of our judge- 
‘ment ‘have been aGuslly concerned, we hope it 


hath proceeded from a dueregard to thofe invari- 


able Rules given inthe holy Scripture for the or-. 4 


derisg our converfation with re{pec& unto Magi- 
 ftracy, according to the beft judgement could be 


made of them,and purfuant thereunto,done in ob- 


fervance of thof publique Edi&s and Declarati- 
ons, whereunto the moft univerfal obedience,and 
copftant adherence hath been required by thofe 


that have had the power over us,and who have ad- 
mitted us the leaft of any people to difpute the 


from a confcience not daring to difobey, unlefs in 


“> fuch things whith we could not underftand to be 
awful, and the affections that have been manife- 
fted therein have arifen from the enjoyment of 
that due liberty and prote@tion which we have 

a and de- 
_ fire that none of us upon the re-eftablithment of 
the prefent Government, {hall now be adjudged 


had in matters of Religion; wedo h 


cruninal by our prefent Governors, but that we 


 » may notwithftanding, reap the benefit of that fa- 
vour that hath been declared and tendred by the 

Kings Majefty, and be protected from all injury 
and peace whatfoever, equally with others 
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